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THE OUTLOOK, 

The outlook is encouraging. As Judson 
said of the prospects of missionary work in 
Burmah, ‘‘ They are ak bright as the promises 
of God.” This college work has succeeded 
because it is for Christ. He has successfully 
begun it, and He will carry it forward to a 
glorious consummation. ‘To be co-workers 
with Him we need to recognize clearly some 
of the work that remains to be done. 

There is, in the first place, an immense work 
of organization as yet unattempted, 

There are nearly 25,000 students in about 
150 colleges which have not been touched by 
the work. 

Then, the great department of professional 
schools has barely been opened. Only about 
one-eighth of the one hundred and thirty-five 


medical colleges with their 15,000 students 


have thus far felt the influence of the work. 
Not over ten of the 250 normal schools, with 
their 25,000 young men, have formed Associa- 
tions ; not more than one commercial college 
has been reached, leaving 200 with 45,000 
students to bereached, ‘The fifty law colleges, 
containing 3,000 students, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, have not been entered. 

Altogether, 800 institutions containing over 
100,000 young men remain to be convinced of 
the need and value of this work, and induced 
to organize it. There is a work of organiza- 
tion to be done demanding the entire time of 
several college secretaries. But in addition 
to this work, a call is coming from the colleges 
already organized, a call so earnest, so frequent 
that it can no longer be ignored. This call is 
for 

Special Religious Work.—The situation is 


this: Nearly 10,000 Christian students, in | 


upwards of 200 colleges, are organized for ag- 
gressive Christian work among their fellows. 

There are 37,000 students in these colleges, 
over 20,000 of whom are unconverted, and a 
large number are merely nominal Christians, 
If these unsaved men leave college uncon- 


| verted, the chances are that the vast propor- 
tion of them will go through life using their 
influence against Christ, and finally die and 
be eternally lost. The time to reach these 
| men is now, while they are in college, sur- 
_ rounded by stronger social influences, bound 
| to men by closer ties of fellowship than they 
will experience again. 
| These Christian men are anxious to save 
| them, but they are young Christians them- 
| selves, and they don’t know exactly what to 
| do. They need help, so they appeal to the 
| International Committee for a visit from the 
| College Secretary, that he may conduct brief 
meetings daily, meet the fellows in their 
rooms, direct the movements of the Christian 
men, and utilize every possible means to per- 
suade the unconverted to accept Christ. The 
experiment wherever tried has resulted favor- 
ably, and there is every reason to believe that 
an extended tour of visitation among the col- 
leges for this special work would be followed 
by extraordinary results. 

This inter-collegiate movement seems as- 
| sured of success. Its purpose and methods 
| have been approved by nearly every prominent 
| college president in America, by professors in 
| the leading theological seminaries, and by 
| leading ministers of the various denomina- 
| tions ; while at least 25,000 students have ex- 
pressed their approval by uniting with it and 

giving it the support of their college lives. 
This movement is too mighty in its power 
| for good to be limited to any country or con- 
| tinent. It will not have fulfilled its mission 
| until every living student shall, through its 
agency, have been invited to Christ. It will 
continue to spread until the students in the old 
universities of Great Britain and Europe, and 
the students in the new missionary colleges of 
the Orient and the Dark Continent are united 
with the students of America in one world- 
wide movement, whose purpose shall be CHRIST 
FOR THE STUDENTS OF THE WORLD, AND THE 
STUDENTS OF THE WORLD FOR CHRIST. 
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The College Bulletin 


18 PUBLISHED BY THE 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF 


Doung Men's Ebristian Associations. 


All Communications for the CoLLEGe BULLETIN 
should be addressed to 


L. D. WisHarp, College Secretary, 
Cor. 23d Street and Fourth Avenue, New York. 








THE COLLEGE BULLETIN is issued once a 
month from November to April inclusive this 
college year. Students who order for May 
and June cause the College Secretary the 
trouble of writing the above information. 

The subscription price of the BULLETIN is 
one cent a month for one number a month. 
Associations should at least order one for every 
member. The entire number ordered will be 
sent in one package to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary. Send subscriptions in registered 
letters, P. O. orders or drafts. Small amounts 
may be paid in postage stamps. 





ae 


The International Convention meets in At- 
lanta, Ga., May 13-17. The Associations 
should begin to consider the matter of repre- 
sentation. 





i 





Before the issue of the March BULLETIN 
the College Secretary will call upon the Cor- 
responding Secretaries for the annual report. 
He takes this early opportunity of reminding 
them of the importance of their prompt at- 
tention to the matter. It is hoped that this, 
his eighth annual report to the International 
Committee, will be the most complete of all. 
Its accuracy depends, however, upon the care 
which the Corresponding Secretary of each 
Association takes in his report. 





a 
C. K. Ober has recently made a tour among 
the College Associations of Maryland. He 


will enter upon an extended Southern tour the 
last of February. 


L. D. Wishard will spend several weeks 
among the College Associations of Indiana in 
March, and will follow this with work in 
Penusylvania and Minnesota. 









The College Secretary would be considerably 
helped in the preparation of the COLLEGE 
BULLETIN if every Corresponding Secretary 
would keep him better posted as te the condi- 
tion of the work in his Association, the special 
points emphasized, methods employed and 
results secured. Many Associations are con- 
tending with difficulties which other Associa- 
tions have successfully overcome. Such ques- 
tions as the following are constantly being 
asked : How do you increase the membership? 
How do you interest students in Bible study? 
How secure attendance at the prayer meeting? 
How conduct the missionary meeting? ete. 
The College Secretary can answer these ques- 
tions, but he would rather let students answer 
them, and while he cannot use all the infor- 
mation sent him in one BULLETIN, he will file 
it away and refer to it at the time when it is 
needed. 

Let such communications be brief and 
pointed. Don’t attempt too much elaboration; 
the students will readily fiil in, if you’ll give 
them the points. Let this brief article suffice 
for an invitation to write for the BULLETIN. 
Don’t wait for letters renewing this request. 
Remember no college any longer lives unto 
itself. Every one lives for every other one. 
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BIBLE STUDY. 


The college prayer meeting and private 
prayer afford an opportunity to speak to God, 
and ask Him for that wisdom which He has 
promised to give unto us liberally. Bible 
study affords God an opportunity to speak to 
us and give us that for which we ask. In 
their communion with God, Christians too 
often monopolize the conversation. They doa 
great deal of asking, but afford Him little or 
no opportunity to answer them. Where a 
College Association limits its meetings to 
prayer, and provides no opportunity for Bible 
study, it merely establishes a one-sided com- 
munion, which produces very little spiritual 
intelligence, for we read in Joshua, i: 8: 
‘This book of the law shall not depart out 
of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate there- 
in day and night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written therein ; 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have good success ;” or, 
as the margin reads: ‘‘Then thou shalt do 
wisely.” Again, ‘All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness : that the man of God 
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may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.” II Tim., iii: 16, 17. 

The purpose then of the College Associa- 
tion Bible class is to afford students an oppor- 
tunity for such study of the Word as will 
promote their own spiritual life and render 
them wise in winning souls. How shall this 
special kind of study be conducted? 


The Committee on Bible Study is largely re- 
sponsible for the answer to this question. It 
should select a suitable time for such study. 
The excuse that students have no time to 
devote to it is no more reasonable than the 
statement would be that they have no time for 
physical nourishment. 

The plan of study should be modified ac- 
cording to the number who engage in it. If 
twenty or more join in it, have two classes. 
Let them meet separately for three weeks, 
both pursuing the same subject, and on the 
fourth week unite in a review of the work 
gone over. This method of study in sections 
is pursued in some colleges, the sections in 
some instances numbering twelve or fifteen, 
with eight or ten men in each. The sections 
are led by students, the union meetings gen- 
erally by a member of the faculty who an- 
swers questions which have been raised during 
the preceding three weeks. The advantages 
of the section system are that a larger number 
of students will be induced to attend and more 
can take part than in one large meeting. 

The leaders must make preparation, and it 
is well for them to spend an hour each week 
together with the member of the faculty who 
leads the union meeting. The section meet- 
ings are held for study rather than for the 
recitation of a subject already investigated. 

As equipment in study every member should 
have a durable reference Bible. Bagsters’, or 
the American Tract Society’s, or the Oxford 
are good. Each section should also have a 
good concordance, a Bible dictionary, and a 
Bible text book. Some commentaries will 
also be useful. 


Outlines of Study.—These are so numerous, 
so various, that only a few hints can be given 
here. The College Secretary will gladly 
recommend students to such printed informa- 
tion as can be obtained, and he hopes soon to 
be able to furnish printed outlines covering a 
college term or year, and thereby secure a uni- 
form system of study differing in subject, but 
similar in method to the International Sunday 
School system. The Bible may be studied in 
the following methods: 








1. Book by book, i. ¢., each book of the Old 
and New Testament, may be taken up sepa- 
rately, and the following questions answered 
concerning it, so far as answers can be ob- 
tained: Who wrote the book? When, where 
to whom written? For what specific purpose? 
The answers to these questions throw such 
light upon the subject matter of the book as 
will aid greatly in analysing its contents. 


2. The biographical method.—Analyse the 
characters of the Bible in order to learn the 
secret of their power. 


3. The topical method.—This consists in 
the study of a subject such as faith, the blood, 
assurance, sin, or grace, with the aid of 
concordance and Scripture index collating 
the passages on the subject, analysing and 
placing each under its appropriate heading. 
This secures a systematized array of evidence 
upon the subject in God’s own words. By 
this method a diligent course of study will 
enable a person to go over an extensive range 
of doctrine and possess himself of quite a 
knowledge of what we are to believe concern- 
ing God, and the duty he requires of man. 

The following would be a profitable year’s 
course of study, a college term being devoted 
to each head : 


The Word of God, 
(1.) To the Christian worker. 
(2.) To the unconverted, 
(3.) To new converts, 


Under the first division, in addition to the 
study of the Bible by books, we would sug- 
gest the importance of Bible study, bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit, prayer, individual 
work. 

Under the second, study sin, the doom of 
the sinner, and consider the excuses which 
the sinner offers for not accepting Christ, such 
as, ‘‘I am not so very bad,” “I’m afraid I 
can’t hold out,” ‘‘I can’t give up certain 
habits,” ‘‘I am waiting for a more convenient 
time,” etc. 

Under the third, pursue a brief course on 
the plan of salvation. Study God’s love, 
Christ’s work as our substitute and advocate, 
assurance, etc. 

If such a course as this is followed up for 
a year and special effort made to secure the 
presence of the unconverted during the sec- 
ond term, new converts may be confidently 
expected for the study of the third term. 

With such facilities for study and one of 
the above methods constantly in view, a class 
of students may by an hour’s study every 
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week acquire a knowledge of the inspired 
manual on Christian work which will not only 
render them efficient workmen in college, but 
will prepare them for the responsibilities 
which as ministers and laymen they must 
bear in the church. 


—_— Lo" 


COLLEGE CONFERENCES. 


Since the issue of the last BULLETIN, sev- 
eral College Conferences have been held. 

The College Young Men’s and Young 
Women’s Christian Associations of Ilinois, 
met in joint conference at Illinois Wesleyan 
University, Bloomington, January 16-18. A 
heavy snowstorm raged during the opening 
day, but despite its severity over sixty dele- 
gates representing nearly every Association 
in the State were present, and spent Saturday 
in thorough discussion of the work, and Sun- 
day in various devotional meetings. The 
College Young Women’s Christian Associations 
formed a State organization, appointed a State 
Executive Committee with headquarters at 
Illinois Wesleyan, and took measures for the 
vigorous prosecution of their work. 

The Michigan College Young Men’s and 
Young Women’s Christian Associations held 
their conference as heretofore in connection 
with the State Convention at Ionia, January 
22-25. A very large delegation of students 
was in attendance, and the college work was 
thoroughly considered. The students decided 
to hold a College Conference early next college 
year, which will be the first for Michigan. 

The College Conference of Wisconsin met 
with the State Normal School at Whitewater, 
Jan. 80-Feb. 1. Over sixty students were 
present. The meetings were deeply spiritual. 
On Sunday afternoon at least twenty normal 
students professed conversion, besides several 
young people in town. The Young Women’s 
Associations formed a State organization, and 
located the Executive Committee at the State 
University. 

During the session of the Wisconsin Con- 
ference the students of Eastern Pennsylvania 
were assembled in large numbers at their 
first State Conference at La Fayette College, 
“Easton. The prominent features of the con- 
ference were the interest aroused in Bible 
training classes, and the determination gener- 
ally expressed to be more faithful in the future 
in personal work. A deep spiritual interest is 
reported at | a Fayette, as a result of the con- 
ference. 





COLLEGE ITEMS. 


OLIVET COLLEGE, Olivet, Mich.—A great 
revival has visited this institution during the 
year, and many students have professed Christ, 
besides a large number of young persons re- 
siding in the community. 

STaTE UNIVERSITY, Madison, Wis.—State 
Secretary Lewis and the College Secretary re- 
cently spent a very pleasant evening with the 
members of the Young Men’s and Young 
Women’s Christian Associations. The latter 
organization has recently been formed, and 
the former re-organized. The outlook for 
earnest Christian effort is encouraging. Will 
the College Associations generally remember 
in prayer the work of these Associations in 
the great centre of influence occupied by this 
im, ortant institution ? 

State NORMAL ScHoot, Whitewater, Wis. 
—A revival is in progress here as a result of 
the late conference. A number of students 
have come out for Christ. Much individual 
work is being done. 

Ouro WESLEYAN UNIVERsiITy, Delaware, 
Ohio.— The day of prayer for colleges 
was the beginning of a very remarkable re- 
vival. The College Secretary had his heart 
warmed by several days sojourn in the high 
spiritual temperature which has prevailed in 
spite of the intensely cold weather which too 
often acts as a check upon such work. After- 
noon and evening meetings are conducted by 
President Payne, which are attended by hun- 
dreds of students. At one meeting nearly 
every Christian student pledged himself to 
speak to some unconverted fellow before the 
next meeting, and the number who arose for 
prayer at the next meeting indicated that the 
pledge had been kept. About sixty students 
have already professed Christ, and many more 
will follow. 

EaRLHAM COLLEGE, Richmond, Ind.—The 
College Secretary had the pleasure of spend- 
ing a day or two recently with this new Asso- 
ciation, and personally extending to it a wel- 
come to the Inter-Collegiate Organization. 

De Pauw UNIVERsiIty, Greencastle, Ind.— 
Mr. Moody will spend Thursday, Feb’y 26th, 
with the students of this institution. Pray 
that his visit may inaugurate a revival which 
will lead every student to Christ. 


Te 


“@We are living, we are Dwelling 
En a grand and awful time, 
EN an age on ages telling ; 
To be living is sublime.” 





